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DESIGNER F.R. GILLETTE
“| am visually obsessed with everything around
me. | find beauty everywhere, and | like to
pring it forth to be visible by others.”

Available at: Ligne
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France.
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| ntense and passionate about this work, F. R. Gillette has an
extraordinary eye for fine quality and detail, When asked why
he is a designer, he looked astonished at the gquestiom and
replied, “Because it is my life,” and he added that if he did
not pursue design he would feel he was not living fully,

“F.R.” prefers to enter a client's domain when the client is
looking for a substantial lifestyle change. He likes to be hired to
guide and steer clients into & decorating style of the 20th cen-
tury that becomes an exploratory design adventure.

The designer wants from his clients their trust and encour-
agement to enable him to create a work of art for them. He
listens intently to needs and desires, but he likes their ful
attention when presenting his ideas, which stress the impor-
tance of details, the necessity for quality, and the rearrange-
ment of their lifestyle that he has envisioned.

For the above living room, F.R. specified the walls to be hard
but lustrous and silky to the touch. He built out the columnas
with layers of concrete and washed them with pigment. He
chose sleek suede-covered furniture almost generic in shape to
sink into the clear pure background he wanted to create as a
perfect envelope for his clients’ antigue 3Spanish chests and
classical portraits.

Not surprisingly, the designer's favorite materials are con-
crete, smooth or raw silk, textures he can create with color, and
the sensuousness of suede. When summing up his design phi-
losophy, he believes "Everything i1s in the details, their purity
and quality.”

And that luxury is achieved when you can turm in any direc-
tion and find something beautiful to appreciate, whether in
shape, ling, color, surface or texture,



